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PREFACE 
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XA JITH the recurrence of the feafons recurs out 
tafk of enumerating their beft produétions, 

which, ‘in the literary world, contrary to the order 
of the natural, come forward chiefly in winter. We, 
however, as it is not practicable to keep pace en- 
tirely with the fertility of the country, are obliged to 
report our own progrefs, rather than that of our au- 
thors ; and therefore, in the appearance of our har- 
vett, little difference is found at one or the other fol- 


ftice. 
Illius immenfx tuperunt horrea meffes, 


will always be applicable to a Review, while there 
are fo many writers, and fo many readers as the pre- 
fent age affords. We might with perhaps to be al- 
lowed the privilege of fele€tion, in reporting, as well 
as recapitulating, but fuch is not the cuftom of the . 
countty ; and we muft proceed onward in the path to 
which the public expettation points. To gratify the 
tafte, aflift the enguiries, confirm the good principles, 
and deferve the approbation of our countrymen, 


are, in both parts of our tafk, the conttant objeéts of 
our effort and attention. We take the fubjeéts of 


eur Preface in their ufual order. 


| Divinity. | 
There can be no doubt that the gteateft and moft 
momentous work, in this clafs, which has required 
a our 
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our notice, is the Co//ation of the MSS. of the Sepiua- 
gint Verfion, by Dr. Holmes*: a labour of which, af- 
ter feven annual reports of its progrefs, the compiler 
has lately publifhed two fpecimens. It has now en- 
tered into its ninth year; and whether from any rea- 
fons offered by us, or others that may have occurred 
to himfelf, the learned editor fhall defer the publica- 
tion till the whole may be completed, or fhall adhere 
to his original defign of:publifhing a part at a time, we 
have no doubt that he will fatisfy the expeétations of 
the learned, by the care and fidelity of his work. 
For ourfelves, we felt it as a duty to give all the no- 
toriety our pages could beftow, upon’a defign of 
fuch importance ; fince the more generally the pub- 
lic fhall underftand what is propofed, or has been 
executed in it, the more will they be able to afford 
affiftance, or fuggeft improvements. May nothing 
be omitted that can contribute to its final perfe€tion. 
Next to the words of Scripture itfelf, are the doc- 
trines and principles of the church to which we be- 
long; and thofe eftablifhed in England by the Re- 
formation, have received a valuable comment, in the 


. fermons preached by Mr. Gray, at the Bampton Lee- 


turet. The author there handles with {kill and 
propriety, the topics moft connected with the nature 
and charaéter of the eftablifhment; and has com- 
prefied within a narrow compafs a great abundance 
of matter, the refult of much reading and refleétion. 
On a particular topic, of the higheft moment to all 
who confider Chriftianity as fomething infinitely 
more facred than a mere fyftem of morality, Dr. 
Knox has written with ability, and colleéted with 
judgment, in his fmall volumes entitled Chriftian Phi- 
lofophyt. ‘The fubjett is the internal evidence of the 
Spirit, or the prefent operation of divine Grace upon 
the minds of the faithful ; a doétrine from which the 
errors of enthufiafis, or the fear of having them im- 


* No. Il, p.254. + No.I.p.1iz, No, Ill. p. 281. 
| puted, 
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puted, have lately too much averted the minds of 
many ferious Chriftians. The Advice to a young Cler- 
gyman*, by a member of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
is fuch as it well becomes a veteran of that body to 
addrefs to one of lefs experience: and Mr. Cleeve's 
abridgment of Fleming’s Cérifologyt, is an ufeful 
fubftitute for a book now fcarce, and of a nature to 
be improved by abridgment. The fecond part of 
The Age of Infidelity, by Mr. Williamst, purfues the 
conteft with Paine, not lefs profperoufly than it had 
been commenced in the former pamphlet ; andcontains 
abundant proofs of the ignorance and infolence of 
that enemy to government divine and human. For 
the aid of younger minds in the acquifition of reli- 


gious knowledge, Mrs. Trimmer’s Sacred Hiffory§ is 


judicioufly compiled : and the fame motive of public 
utility which led us to give it our notice, in its third 
edition, induces us to revive the mention of it in 
this place. Among collections of Sermons: which 
have lately appeared, we muft diftinguifh, for their 
plain and inftruétive caft, thofe of Sit Adam Gordon 
on the Fafts and Feftivals|| ; and of a very fimilar cha- 
raclef are the pofthumous Sermons of Mr. Haggitq. 
The Di/courfes of Bifhop Hinchiiffe**, though they did 
not an{wer all the expeétation we had formed from 
our knowledge of the writer, are {uch as, from a per- 
fon of lefs oank, would have been received. with 


_ pleafure; and fuch as, in this place, we cannot juftly 


omit. Among the occafional difcourfes of Divines, 
we have not lately noticed any more remarkable than 
the Two of: Bi/hop Watfon, which are printed with a 
Charge to the Clergy of his Diocefett ; the Charge 
of Archdeacon Pott to the Clergy at St. Alban’s{t{ ; 
Dr. Rennel’s Sermon for Addenbroke’s Hofpital at 
Cambridge§§ ; and that of Dr. Holmes on the Faft, 


* No. V. Pp. $50. + No. V. p. 552. t No. IV. p. 425. 
§ No. V. p. 499 | No. IV. p. 397- {@ No. Lp. 71. 
** No. Il. p. 173+ tt No. V. p. 549. t No. I. p. 86. 
§§ No. 11, p. 181. 
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before the Houfe of Commons*. Thefe very properly 
clofe an account, creditable on the whole to the ftate 
of theological ftudies. Morality and Metaphyfics, 
clafies ufually fubjoined by us to this, have not, dur- 
ing the prefent half year, afforded us any employ- 
ment. We therefore proceed to 


+ 


Hisrory. 


Abundantly fupplied with materials by the origi- 
nal. writers of French Hiftory and Memoirs, and 
very diligent in employing and digefting thofe ma- 
terials, Mr. Wraxall as prefented to his. countrymen 
the delineation of an important period in the mo- 
narchy of France+, commencing with the acceflion 
of Henrv IIL, and extending to the death of 
Louis XiV. This work forms three volumes in 
quarto, of which the firft contains a general view of 
the ftate of Europe at the period when the hiftory 
commences. Nothing appeared to us to be wanting 
to it, but a more correét and finithed ftyle; and where 
every other quality of genuine hiftory is found, the 
ftudious reader, whofe chief objects arethe matter and 
arrangement, will only regret the difficulty of finding 
pertection, and will pronounce a general commenda- 

tion. We found in Mr. Heron's firft volumes of his Hiffory 
of Scotlend{ much curious diflertation, and fome er- 
roneous the ory ; and we perceived, on the whole, 
the marks of a mind rather formed for ingenious 
{peculation, than for the labour of colleéting and 
verifying difperfed and fcanty notices. When he fhall 
advance to. more known periods, this defeét will not 
be fo ee Myr, Pauw’s Differtations on the Egyp- 
tians and UhinefeS, now firft prefented to the English 
reader in the language of his country, are certainly 


* No. VI. p Grq. 
this Vol. No. Jil, p. 289. 
§ No. I. p. 32, 


+ See Vol. VII. pp. 341 and 531; and 
t No, I, p.65; and IL, p. 123. 
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PREFACE. v 
hiftorical as to their fubjeét, though profeffedly phi- 


lofophical, as to the manner of treating it. They 
form a book not wanted here, nor likely to find ex- 
tenfive circulation ; but which, with due allowance 
for the prefumption and precipitance of the author, 
will be read by curious people, with fome intereft 
and advantage. 


BIoGRAPHY. 


In the firft ranks of this clafs, not only in a half- 
yearly account, but in the eftimate of many years, 
will ftand The Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici, by Mr. 
Rofcoe*. ‘The feelings of the public refpe&ting the 
merit of this work, have been decifively exprefled 
by the rapidity of its fale : nor are we at-all inclined 
to diffent from the general voice. Amidift a variety 
of literary merit, we have feen nothing to regret, but 
a little want of diftin¢tnefs in chronological notices, 
a defeét eafily remedied, in any new edition, of 
which we hope there may be many. As an hiftori- 
cal document illuftrative of his drama on the fame 
fubje&t, Count Lally’s Life of Lord Straffordt appears 
to have been compiled ; it has come, however, from 
the hands of its author, a finifhed. and important 
piece of hiftory ; valuable, not only for the account 
it gives of that nobleman, but for a general and ac- 
curate view of the turbulent and miferable time in 
which he lived. To a foreigner who has witnefled 
fcenes but too fimilar in his own country, and who 
has fuffered, like Strafford (not death indeed, but 
banifhment) for his principles, let us not blufh to owe 
fuch a piéture of our patt delufions. In writing the 
Life of Mr. Fohn Wefley, the firft volume of which 
we noticéd long agot, Dr. Whitehead§ has performed 


* See Vol. VII. p. 5823; and this Vol. No. I, p. 75. Effai 
fur la Vie de T. Wentworth, &c. No, VI, p. 647+ t Vol. II. 
p-265 — § No. VI. p, 632. 
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an acceptable fervice, chiefly indeed to thofe who 
hold the fame opinions, and look up to the venera- 
ble preacher as a Saint ; but in fome degree alfo to 
the world at large, which owes him fome refpeét as 
a writer ; and cannot juftly withhold its praife from 
fo much piety, though tinftured with many errors. 
The fecond and third volumes of Biographia Navalis, 
by Mr. Charnock*, form a fuitable continuation of a 
work particularly interefting to perfons connetted 
with the fea fervice ; who, equally eftimating its fi- 
delity, will be gratified by that minute accuracy, and 
copioufnefs of refearch, which to fome other readers 
might appear fuperfluous. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


A fet of general Tables of Genealogy, which 
fhould, at the fame time, retrench the fuperfluities, 
and fupply the deficiencies of thofe publifhed by 
Anderfon, was certainly a work to be defired. To 
fupply this want has been the attempt of the Rev. 
William Betham, in his Genealogical Tablest of the fo- 
vereigns of the world; and he has not been unfuc- 
cefsful in it. The work is magnificent in form, 
comprehenfive in its plan, and of eafy reference. 
The price indeed is formidable, but we doubt not 
that it will be received as a ufeful book for libraries. 
The Society of Antiquaries, who fpare no expence 
in fulfilling the obje&ts of their inftitution, have if- 
fued an elegant publication, on the remains of Sr, 
Stephen's Chapel at Weftminfter. The account drawn 
up by Mr. Topham is executed with judgment, and 
the plates are in the higheft ftyle of magnificence. 
Thete two works are all we can at prefent affign to 
the clafs of Antiquities ; but they are not of a com- 
mon kind, and our readers muft, in this inftance, ac- 
cept of value inftead of number. 


* Nol, p44. +t No. UU, p.217, $ No. V. p. 457. 
GEOGRAPHY, 


















PREFAC-E, 


GEOGRAPHY. 


The comparifon of ancient and modern Geogra- 
phy, and the connection of both with hiftory, are 
points which every fcholar muft confider, in the pro- 
grefs of his ftudies. To facilitate and enfure the 
acquifition of this knowledge, was the objett of 
Dr. Adam (well known for his judicious work on 
Roman Antiquities) in compofing a work, which he 
has entitled a Summary of Geography and Hiftory*.™ 
By executing this tafk, in a manner worthy of him- 
felf, he has fupplied another admirable book for 
{chools, and has again deferved the thanks of thofe 
who learn, and thofe who teach. In compiling his 
Geographical Extraéis, Mr. Payne ¢ has taken another 
method. From various books of travels, and ac- 
counts of countries, he has feleéted defcriptions of 
remarkable objeéts, natural and artificial, which he 
has digefted under proper heads: affording thus the 
means of knowing and comparing the fame things in 
different countries, with equal pleafure and advan- 
tage. The abridged edition of Brooke’s Gazetteer f 
is recommended by the convenience of its fize. 


TopoGRAPHY 


Will afford a handfome report, uniting both number 
and value. We begin with the fplendid Hiftory of 
the Rivers of Great Britain, publifhed by Mr. Boy- 
del. Of this the fecond volume, which comer? 
the Hiftory of the Thames, commenced our labours 
for the prefent half year. Whether the defign will 
be continued, as at firft intended, to the other great 
Rivers of this ifland, muft depend, we prefume, 
upon the degree of patronage which this firft {peci- 


bed No. II. p- 15O¢ + No, V. P- 565-6 t No, II, p- 1086 
§ No. L p. i. 
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men fhiall obtain. Of this we are at prefent unin- 
formed; but fhould the work proceed, which we 
believe js not to be doubted, we cannot but fuggett 
that in the views a lighter Aguatinta would do much 
greater juftice to the defigns of the artift. The black 
fhade of the prefent ground can never be illu- 
minated by colour; even where it is the lighteft it 
pervades too much, and gives a dingy caft to all the 
fcenery. With this improvement, nothing could be 
more delightful than fuch a fet of views: and if the 
expence were fomething more, the difference, in a 
work of literary luxury, would probably be difre- 
garded. Mr. Pennant, in his account of the Parifhes 
of Whiteford and Holywell*, has furpaffed his ufual 
ftyle of ornament, and has given engravings of fome 
merit. His narrative of matters, wot of the firft im- 
portance, is in his own peculiar ftyle of franknefs, and 
will pleafe at leaft as much as it will inftru¢ct. «If 
Mr. D. Williams, in his Hiforyt of Moumouthfhire, had 
transfufed into his ftyle that fimplicity of nature 
which was prefented to him in the fcenery of that 
country, he would have produced a work of greater 
value. Yet he has collected induftrioufly ; and with 
the atd of plates; by the Rev. Mr. Gardner, the 
book will furely make its way, and find its place 
eftablifhed in that clafs of publications. Worcefer 
has obtained, in Mr. Valentine Greent, an hiftorian of 
diligence and merit. The book is handfomel 

printed, and the engravings peculiarly good. Not- 
withitanding the fatisfattory publication of Sir R. 
Wortley, no lefs than three rival publifhers have 
lately given us accounts of the Ie of Wight. Thofe 
of Mr. Albin§, ard Mr. Warner, are rather hittori- 
cal than picturefque. That of Mr. Tomkins { is 
chiefly a vehicle for its views, which render it an ex- 
penfive work. ‘This indeed is publifhed as a tour, 


* No, III. p. 168. + No. IIT. p. 269. t No. V. p. 485. 
§ No, il. p. 207. | ibid. Z No. LV. P. 3916 a) 
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PREFACE. ix 





but we are not difpofed to feparate it from works 
fo nearly allied. 


TRAVELS. 


The idea of a north-weft paflage through Ame- 
rica being ftill held by many fpeculators, Mp. Hearne, 
jn 1769, and the two fucceeding years, undertook 
the arduous tafk of afcertaining the faét, by means 
of journeys by land; in which he was alfo employed 
to enquire into the exiftence of fome reputed cop- 
per-mines. His Yourney* (or rather Journeys) from 
Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudfon’s Bay, appeared to 
him decifive upon the fubje¢t, as he travelled acrofs 
the whole tratt, through which fuch a paflage was 
expected to be found. The circumftances of his 
openers are often curious, and afford fome ftriking 
pictures of the manners of the native favages. A 
very different country is delineated by Captain Sted- 
mant,who, in a military expedition of five years, com- 
mencing in 1772, collected fuch an account of the 
inhabitants, cuftoms, and natural produ€tions of Su- 
rinam, as forms two entertaining volumes in quarto. 
A {cientific account, calculated to fatisfy the withes 
of the naturalift, will not be expected from a fol- 
dier; but a popular account, aflifted by draw- 
ings taken on the fpot, muft have attractions and va- 
lue. Of amore learned caft, with refpe& to the 
{cience of Natural Hiftory, are the Italian Travels of 
a German author, U/yffes de Salis{, lately tranflated ; 
which, though they are comprifed within a moderate 
volume in a; ee contain feveral curious particulars, 
deduced parfly from obfervation, and partly from 
other authorities. They are made up, nearly in an 
equal proportion, of general remarks and obferva- 


* No. I. p. 54, t No. V. p. 530. No. IV. p. 381. 
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tions on natural. produétions, accompanied with 
plates *. 


PoLitTics. 


In this line we fhall give the precedence to the 
Sketch of Democracy by Dr. Bifet+, who, attacking 
the republicans in their ftrong holds of Greek and 
Roman hiftory, has, in a clear and ufeful manner, 
pointed out the wretched confequences of democra- 
tic government, experienced by thofe very ftates, 
which are fo often cited as examples for the prefent 
age. A more luminous illuftration of thefe momen- 
tous truths cannot eafily be given, than is prefented 
in that book. Of Mr. Burke's two Letters to a Mem- 
ber of Parliament {, and Mr. Brand's Effay on political 
Affociations §, both noticed in the laft number of this 
volume, we fhall not deem it neceflary to referve our 
opinion for the conclufion of our critiques upon them. 
Each has its decided charaéter eafily diftinguifhable 
on a firft perufal; but thefe charattersare fuchas muft 
rather be contrafted than compared. Mr. Burke's 
tract, full of lively and feducing eloquence, with more 
beauty and variety than any other man could infufe 
into an equal number of Pages, feems to us defeétive 
in fome leading points of argument. That of Mr. 
Brand clofely argumentative, and proceeding ftep b 
ftep upon hiftoric document and proof, offers little to 
amufe the imagination, but much to inform the judg- 
ment. - His diftinction between offenfive and defenfive 
political aflociations, affords a general criterion for 
deciding on their tendencies, which muft be found 
of the moft extenfive and permanent utility; and 
ought never to be abfent from the minds of thofe who 
may be called upon to decide and aét; according to 


* Since the article on this fubje& was written, we learn that there 
are flockings of the filk of the Pinna Nobilis in the Leverian Collec- 
tion, and other fpecimens elfewhere, - 


t Ne. Ul. p.zy:. = No, VI.p. 661,  § No. VI. p. _ 
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PREFACE. xi 


We have little elfe 


the refult of fuch confiderations. 
that is important to notice in this line. The Colleétion 
of State Papers* relative to the prefent war, begun 
and fince continued bv Mr. Debrett, cannot fail to 
be a valuable repofitory of public documents for the 
hiftorian and politician. Among {maller tracts, the 
following feem beft to deferve notice. The Conf- 
derations on the prefent Crifis of Affairs, as it refpects the 
Weft India Colonies +, offer many ufeful and excellent 
remarks on the regulation of the Slave Trade. The 
pamphlet entitled, Zhe Origin of Duty and Right in 
Man confidered t, refumes with fome fuccefs the much 
agitated topic of the natural rights of men; and Lord 
Hawkefbury’s Reflections on the State of the Refources of 
this Country §, afford us reafon to hope that we may 
yet be able to defend the rights which we know to 
be ineftimable, againft thofe which a!l the world has 
feen to be pernicious and defiructive. 


Law. 


In turning from Politics to Law we hardly make 
a tranfition, efpecially where we have a book to 
contider of fo very general a kind as that of Mr. Ward 
on the Law of Natins\|. ‘This truly valuable work, 
taking up the confideration of the fubjeét in an hif- 
torical form, proves collaterally that fuch a law can 
only be faid to fubfift among nations which acknow- 
ledge fimilar principles of religion and morality ; and, 
confequently, that to Chriftian nations, the nfpired 
religion of Chrift is the proper bafis of their public 
law between each other. We repeat our recom- 
mendations of it to all who.are engaged in ftudies 
of that nature: in which number politicians, and 
even divines, are certainly included, as well as thofe 
whofe profeffion is law. With publications on the 


¢ No. Il. Pp. 186, 


i) No.1. p. 476 ; 
‘a fubjed 


* No. II. p. 312. 


; t No. V. p. 512. 
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fubjeét of our national law, we are at prefent, from 
accidental circumfiances, rather in arrear ; and have, 
therefore, only to mention Mr. No/an’s improved 
edition of Sir Fobn Strange’s Reports *, which the pro- 
feflion will, we doubt “not, agree with us in pro- 
nouncing to_be executed in a mafterly manner. 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


Confidering Botany and Chemiftry as only parti- 
cular parts of this general fcience, we fhall report 
them altogether. As containing the moft compre- 
henfive view of the whole fubjeét, the firft place in 
this enumeration will be due to Dr. Gregory’s Economy 
of Natwet, a compilation which is the evident re- 
fult of much labour and acutenefs ; and ts admirably 
calculated to encourage and improve, in young or 
female readers, the tafte for knowledge of this kind. 
To an hiftorical account of the progrefs made by the 
learned, in each branch of natural fcience, is fub- 
joined a clear and accurate reprefentation of its pre- 
fent ftate. Such a work cannot fail to be received 
with pleafure by the public. ‘The lovers of thefe 
Sciences, and more particularly the adepts in them, 
wilt hardly require to be reminded of the Phi/ofophical 
Tianjactions t of the Royal Society of London. 
Among the valuable matters contained in the part 
here noticed §, we were ftruck with the experiments 
and obfervations of Dr. Pearfon on the Eaft-Indian 
ftcel, called Wootz : we could, however, enumerate 
many other papers which forcibly attracted our at- 
tention, but we fhall rather refer our readers to the 
volume. Dr. Hutton’s Theory of the Earth) we 
mention in this place, rather as a curious than a va- 
luable work. ‘That author deals in gratuitous fup- 


* No. IIL. p. 288. + Ne. VI. p. 651. f No. If. p. 130. 


and lil. p. 220. § Part ii. for he ear 1795. | No. LV. 
P- 337 ¥. 406. and VI. 598. 
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pofitions, which he labours to render fpecious ; and 


which we, on our parts, have endeavoured to refute. 
Which party has been moft fuccefsful, the learned 
muft decide. Dr. Lorimer, in his Ejfay on Magnetijm*, 
attempts alfo to eftablith a theory. He attributes 
magnetic variation to the fun’s (or rather the earth’s) 
motion; a dottrine which further obfervation mutt 
confirm or fubvert. For thofe naturalifis who are 
defirous of forming colle&tions, Adr. Donovan has 
given very ufeful Infruétions t+, in a traét drawn up 
at the requeft of the fubfcribers to his other publica- 
tions. By a few plain hints on thefe fubjects, from 
an experienced perfon, mary difficulties may un- 
doubtedly be obviated, and in this view the. defire 
was certainly judicious. 

In the magnificent and beautiful publication on 
the Plants of Coromandel, from the defigns and de- 
fcriptions of Dr. Roxburgh}, Botany may undoubtedly 
triumph. It isa work well worthy of thofe by whom 
it is dire€ted, and by whom It is patronized, and the 
continuation of it will be an object of expetation to 
all the lovers of that ftudy. To the Chemift, the 
Dictionary of Mr. Nicho:fon§ will be an acquifition 
of fome value. A work more comprehenfive is in- 
dced projected by another author |j ; but this,'which 
occupies a narrower ground, will not, perhaps, be 
thrown afide when that fhall appear; and, in the 
mean time, may certainly be ufed with much advan- 


tage. 
MepIcIngE, &c. 


After endeavouring to found a new fyftem of ani- 
mal life, on a very fanciful hypothefis, the active 
principle of which is irritability, Dr. Darwin has 

roceeded, in the fecond volume of Zoonomia |, to 
build a medical fuperftru€ture on this precarious 


* No. III. p. 316. + No. IV. p.44z. No. Il. p, 106. 
§ No. 1. p. 69. \| Mr. Keir, qNo. VI. p. 610. 
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ground. Upon his own principles lie has formed a 
new claflification of difeafes, in which, if we do not 
admire the doétrines of the theorift, we muft fre- 
quently be ftruck with the knowledge and acutenefs 
of the phyfician. We have little elfe of magnitude 
or importance to mention in this clafs. The experi- 
ments of Dr. C. §myth, on preventing Coutagion*, 
have been continued with fuccefs ; Adr. Somerville, a 
furgeon in the army, has produced a fenfible Memoir 
on the medical Arrangements neceffary to be obferved in 
Camps + ; and Mr. Suéton, in afferting his own conti- 
nuance in practice as an IJnocu/ator {, has publithed 
the opinions which he has deduced from long expe- 
rience. In the line of Mdidwifery, the two volumes 
of Dr. Denman§ are of the firtt character and value ; 
and will, we doubt not, contribute greatly to the 
extenfion of a fafe and judicious practice. 


PoeETry. 


An ample fupply of amufement for the friends of 
this delightful art, has been pointed out in the courfe 
of our prefent volume. In the enumeration of thefe 
articles, the firft place muft be given to the pofthu- 
mous Poems of Mr. Bifhop ||, late matter of Merchant 
Taylor’s School. If the place of the writer cannot 
be afligned among the firft poets of this country, it 
will furely be found among thofe that are truly ori- 

inal. A neatnefs and novelty of turn diflinguithes 
both his light and ferious pieces; and their variety 
will amufe, without fatiguing, almoft every clafs of 
readers. We hope to fee them {peedily republifhed 
in ottavo. The Specimens of Arabic Poetry, publithed 
by Profejor Carlyle ™, do no lefs honour to the tafte 
and fkill of the tranflator, than to the genius of the 


* No.1. p.22. +No. V. p. 560. {No V.p.517. § No. VI. 
p- 629. |) No. V. p. fe VI. 637. q No. V1. P- 577. 
original 
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original authors. The introductions, by which the 
poems are accompanied, afford an illuftration, which 
much augments the intereft of the reader: nor can 
the publication fail to obtain applaufe and circula- 
tion. The Sorrows of Sir Brook Boothby*, on the lofs 
of an only daughter, will be felt by many to whom 
they are known only by his poems. If we were to 
calculate how large a portion of poetry has been 
extorted from the writers by affliction, the amount 
would be aftonifhing, and the confideration far from 
exhilarating. The tingular plan of Mrs. Rodinfon, of 
relating the ftory of Sappho and Phaont, in a feries 
ef connected fonnets, will not, probably, find fo 
much commendation, as the manner in which it is 
executed ; we would recommend the perufal rather 
than the imitation of her book. Among the firft 
three rival candidates, for the praife of tranflating 
Burger’s Lenoret, we thought ourfelves obliged in 
juttice to give the palm to Mr. Spencer. Here the 
matter might in reafon have reited; but a fathion 
once begun is not foon checked. We underftand 
that we fhall have more to fay upon the fubjeét, 
though pofflibly not in our prefatory accounts. The 
defcriptive poem of Bew/ey§, may be mentioned 
here as affording a good proof of improveable 
powers. Among poems of a light or fatirical caft, 
the Purjuits of Luerature| may be allowed to take 
the lead ; accompanied by a witty, but far too fevere, 
EpifileG from the fame pen. ‘The firft part of the 
Pleader’s Guide** mutt excite ftrong wifhes in the ad- 
mirers of humour for the promifed centinuation ; 
which if it depends, as was hinted there, upon the 
approbation given to that fpecimen, will be in no 
danger of remaining unwritten or unpublifhed. 
The poetical Narrative of the Wart, by an officer of 


* No. II. p. 128. ¢ No. VI. p. 627. {No III. p. 276. 
§ No. VI. p. 669. | Parts ii. and ili. No. LV. p. 353. 
‘Z No. V. p. 554. ©* No, IIL. p.300. tt No.I. p. He 
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the Guards, has been fufficiently approved to attain 
a third, if not a fourth edition. The praife muft be 
divided between the familiar eafe of the account, 
and the accuracy of the circumitances related. We 
turn now to another branch of Poetry, the Dramatic, 
in which we fhall mention only three pieces. The 
Comte de Strafford, ‘by Count Lally*, an interefting 
yart of Englith hiftory, worked up with great ability 
in the form of a French drama, and itrongly expref- 
five of the feelings and juft fentiments of the au- 
thor. The drama of Zhe Days of Yore, by Mr. 
Cumberland}, and the comedy of Speculation, by Mr. 
Reynoldst, conclude our enumeration. If not enti- 
tled to the higheft commendation, they are at leaft 
too good to be omitted. We proceed to the clafs of 


NovELs; 


In which our recollection firft leads us to Camil/a§, 
the work of a lady, long and: juftly a favourite au- 
thor with the public. To the difcordant opinions 
which we have heard refpeéting this performance, 
we {hall fay, that we are convinced the ingenious 
writer has fuffered only by the exuberance of her 
fancy. Were the amount of one volume taken 
from Camii/a, out of the burlefque parts of the novel, 
we have no doubt that it would .be read with uni- 
verfal admiration. ‘The fkill of Mrs. d'Arblay in 
drawing characters, and imagining fituations, muft 
ever command applaufe. The novel entitled P/amn 
Senfe| received our warm commendations, which we 
are by no means difpofed to withhold from fuch 
compoiitions, when they are executed with inge- 
nuity, and directed to moral purpofes. Lodowick@ 
prefents rather a fyftem of education than a regular 
novel. Neverthelefs it is beft claffed in this place, 


* No. V. ps 505. + No, I. p. 198. t No. IIL. p. 305. 
§ No. V. p. 527. | No. VI. px 672. q No. Ul. p. 233. 
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and furely deferves mention. Zhe Pavillion*, attri- 
buted to Mrs. Crefpigny, and the Knights of the 
Swant, tranflated from Mad. Genlis, accompanied 
each other in our firft notice, and may here be com- 
mended together. In their different ftyles they both 
exhibit proofs of female ingenuity and {kill in writ- 
ing. The exaét definition of a novel may not per- 
haps include the Lefters of a Hindoo Rajaht, by 
Mijs Hamilton; but as a work of iniagination, con- 
taining an ingenious feries of Hétitious adventures, 
we fhall not fcruple here to arrange them. They 
will be found to offer abundance of delicate fatire, 
and mary other qualities by no means of daily oc- 
currence. 


e 
CRITICISM. 


A few pages of Od/ervations on Hamlet, written by 
Mr. Piumptre§, though they did not convinee us of 
the hypothefis aflumed, fatisfied us that the author 
poileifes talents for fuch enquiries. Three Effays, 
from an anonymous writer, on Dramatic Compofition||, 
and other fubjeéts, deferve alfo to be mentioned with 
praife. But the largeft critical work which has lately 
been before us, is the volume of Od/ervations on Pope, 
into which Mr. Wakefield has collected the obferva- 
tions he had prepared for his intended edition of 
Pope’s works. In this book, amidft many effufions 
which a cooler judgment would have repreffed, are 
proofs of reading and recollection, with many ufeful 
remarks. 


LANGUAGES. 


Refpecting the Greek Language, there ts no quef- 
tion which the learned have more anxioully difcuffed, 


* No. VI. p. 674. + Ibid. t No. III. p. 237. 
§ No. Il. p. 202. | No, III. p. 320. % No, Ill, p. 249. 
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than that of the antiquity and ufe of its accentual 
| marks. In an Effay on the Profodies of the Greek and 
5 pti Latin Languages*, which we lately took occafion to 
notice, the former of thefe points is with great ability 
inveftigated, and the latter is attem ted to be folved 

by ingenious and original conje¢tures. The di- 
ligence and ability with which the Latin Language 
has been diffeéted and arranged by Mr. Sa/mon, in his 
Etymological Diétionary, entitled Stemmata Latinita- 
tist, deferve the higheft commendation; and we 
fhould be extremely forry could we fuppofe it pofli- 


a ceed 
- . 





a ble, that fo much learning and application fhould not a 

iB? be rewarded with a permanent and extenlive fale. r 

j Two Grammars of modern languages have lately £ 
it been before us, both of which appeared tous to pof- st 

3 fefs peculiar merits. Thefe are, the Italian Grammar an 
Bi of Mr. Perettit, and the French Grammar of M. c 
‘y Hamel§. The former undertakes with boldnefs the ti 
i tafk of cenfuring and correéting Veneroni; the lat- n 


ter has facilitated fome part of the learner’s tafk, by 
good and comprehenfive rules. 


MIscELLANIiES. 


“3 We advance towards the clofe of our account, 
| and here thall unite thofe works which could not 
conveniently be arranged under the preceding heads. 
a We cannot here omit to mention the Mi/ce//aneous 
mia! Works of the late Mr. Gibbon : a publication which 
a) they who are ftudious of literary hiftory, will not fail 
to examine. It difplavs much acutenefs, accompanied 

by indefatigable diligence, with a minute and in- 

ceffant attention in the writer to his own fame, which 


Pe aii _* No. V. p. 521. + No. II. p. 264. No. IV. p. 442- 
| { >No. V, p. 564. =f] No. IV. p. 403, and Vi. 60, me 
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: lreaders; they offer exaétly what they profefs, « Li. 
4 but the faftidious will reject. The mind of the au- 


> upon fuch fubjects ; and what he colletts he difpofes 
> witha tafte, and delivers with a vivacity, which ever 
mutt be pleating. Mr. Seward, another gentleman 
* who employs his literary leifure in providing amufe- 
ment for the public, has added to his Anecdotes of 
9 diftinguifhed Perfonst, a fourth volume, containin 

} many interefting particulars. This work, which has 
> confiderable reference to biography, we have fome- 
* times mentioned under that head ; wherefoever it 


* collection of entertaining books. Three Dialogues ow 
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cannot eafily be paralleled. The amufing Mifce/anies 
of Mr. D'ijraeli* will attraét, we doubt not, man 


terary Recreations,” and fuch recreations as none 


thor has now been long employed in fpeculating 


may be claffed, it will not often be omitted in any 


are ae 


the Amufement of Clergymen}, contain a good fpeci- 

men of that fpecies of writing, and many valuable 
Mremarks. We have lately heard them afcribed to 
>) Mr. Gilfin, which with us accounts fufficiently for the 

merits they poflefs. For want of fimilar works, to 

accompany them under their proper heads, we fhall 
Where mention Mr. Kollmann's Efjay on Harmony§, and 
Mr. Chamberlayne’s publication from the defigns of 
Leonardo da Vinci ||; the former a very {cientific trea- 
tife on mufical compolition ; the latter a magnificent 
vork of art, confifting chiefly of engravings, and 
vell calculated to accompany the beautiful heads 
from the drawings of Holbein, which have been 
yublifhed by the fame editor. ' 
‘Our account muft here be clofed. Unlike the 
lifcontented traveller, who goes from Dan to Beer- 
heba, and pronounces all barren, we have ranged 




















* No. Il. p. 157. + No. VI. p. 593. t No. 1V. p. 441. 
No. LI. p. ee In our article on this fubject, p. 323, 1. Py 
pbferve a renarkable erratum, of fi@ions for /edions. ||No. 1V. p. 419. 
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through the principal departments of literature, and) 
found them all productive. Such, we doubt not? 
will always, be our lot. The produce of the foil 
may fail more eafily than the produce of the mind: 


and when we lately felt a. fcarcity of corn, well 
neither perceived nor apprehended a fcarcity of 


books. 
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